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During the last two decades the increase in allergic
diseasesin children, such as atopic dermatitisand asthma
has been dramatic. However, thisisnot truefor theentire
world: the incidence of alergiesin children has risen
only in developed countries. The observation of this
socio-geographic discrepancy has led to careful study
of the environmental differences that exist between the
diverse settings in which children are born and has
resulted in the so-called “hygiene hypothesis’: the
“sterility” of modern hospitals and birth places in the
developed world might lead to a lack of microbial
stimulation required for the devel opment of a balanced
mucosal immune response, including expansion of T-
helper (Th) cell subsets that can mediate immune
responses. Therefore, thisworkshop washeld to consider
in depth the environmental factors that influence the
changing pattern of worldwide childhood allergy.

This publication is a valuable source of knowledge
and updatefor nutritionists, pediatricians, immunol ogists,
microbiologists, aswell as professionals concerned with
preventive medicine.

New aspects of CMV-related immunopathol ogy
(Monographsin Virology, Vol 24)

Edited by S. Prosch, J Cinatl, M Scholz. KARGER. X
+ 212 p., 61 fig, 6 in color, 7 tab. Hard cover, 2003.
CHF188.-/EUR134.50/USD163.50. ISBN 3-8055--
7618-8

Cytomegalovirus (CMV) infection causes severe
diseasesin immunocompromised patients. CM V-related
morbidity is frequently linked to aberrant immune
responses occurring locally within the respective tissues
including immune-privileged sites such as the retina.
Thereis growing evidence that CM V-related pathome-
chanisms differ profoundly as a function of cell type
and differentiation state of the host cell.

This book provides important new insights into
CMV-related immunopathology, discusses molecular
mechanismsinvolved in HCMV-mediated tissueinjury,
CMV latency and reactivation, and presents novel ideas
and concepts to develop alternative antiviral drugs. As
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an important focus, the role of CMV-reactive T cellsin
protection, pathogenesis, diagnosis and therapy of
HCMYV infection is discussed.

The contributionsto thisbook arewritten by leading
scientists and clinicians in the field of CMV who
participated in the fourth international meeting on CMV-
related immunopathology, held in Berlin, September
2002.

Comprehensive and up-to-date, thisvolumeisavital
reference for clinicians involved in the diagnosis and
treatment of CMV infections, aswell asfor researchers
working in the field of herpesvirus biology and the
development of antiviral drugs.

Animal models of human inflammatory skin diseases
Edited by Lawrence S. Chan. CRC PRESS. Hard cover.
2004. 1ISBN 0-8493-1391-0.

Animal models of human inflammatory skin diseases
features the principles and practices of how to go about
studying inflammatory skin diseases using live animal
models. On the principle side, the book describes the
comparative structure and function of the skin and the
comparative immunology system in animal species
commonly used as models. From the practical
perspective, it presentsageneral discussion on methods
of experimental animal modeling and contains specific
expert experience on individual models. The authors
include a detailed method of disease induction for each
model, present chapters on comparative structure and
function of the skin and immunology, and discuss
potential targets of disease intervention.

Features:

— Containscomprehensiveinformation on avariety

of animal models of inflammatory skin diseases

— Provides theoretical guidance in experimental

animal modeling

— Suppliestechnical instructionintheinduction and

assessment of experimental animal models of
inflammatory skin diseases

— Includes chapters on comparative structure and

function of the skin and immunology

— Presents information for potential targets of

immunological intervention

Written by biomedical investigators with first-hand
experienceintheir chosenfields, thisbook isavaluable
guide and reference for investigators in the biomedical
and pharmaceutical sciences. It provides an instan-
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taneous comparison between the skin structure and
immunology of humans and animals, aiding in the
interpretation of pathologic and immunologic findings.

I TCH. Basic mechanisms and therapy

(Basic and Clinical Dermatology Series/27)

Edited by Gil Yosipovitch, Malcolm Greaves, Alan B
Fleischer Jr, FrancisMcGlone. MARCEL DEKKERINC.
January 2004. 416 pp. 107 illus. ISBN 0-8247-4747-X

This blue-ribbon reference compiles the latest
research and recommendations from leading specialists
in the field to offer a concise and multidisciplinary
discussion of the basic aspects of itch, diseasesinwhich
itch servesasamajor component, and recent procedures
for the assessment and control of itch in patient care.
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Presents current treatment regimens, new approaches
to itch control, and examinations of clinica trias in
progress.

Providing adetailed and multidimensional overview
of itch pathophysiology, this book:

— Proposesaclinical classification of itch based on
the latest research

— Examines itch in diseases including atopic

dermatitis, uremic and hepatic itch, HIV, and
psychosomatic disorders

— Coversspecia topicssuch asitchinburn patients

and nauropathic itch

— Detailseffectivetechniquesand strategiesfor the

diagnosis, management, and eval uation of patients
with itch conditions

— Focuses on the epidemiol ogy and characteristics

of itch in skin and systemic diseases.
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