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To the Editor:

In this issue of the Journal of Investigational Allergology
and Clinical Immunology, Liccardi et al comment on our
article on the clinical characteristics of patients sensitized
to Siberian hamster [1] and draw attention to the high risk
of sensitization to other furry animals if a patient is already
sensitized to common pets. This affirmation is completely
correct. The authors provide a diagnostic flowchart for
susceptible individuals who wish to own a Siberian hamster.
In this flowchart they mention the need for specific IgE to
this pet. However, it is important to remember that extracts
from Siberian hamster are not commercially available and
must therefore be made in-house. It is also noteworthy that
allergens from Siberian hamster do not cross-react with those
of the European and Golden hamster or with other lipocalins
from cat or dog [2,3]. None of the patients in our study were
sensitized to albumin [2,3]; therefore, its role does not seem
to be important. In a recent study by our group [4], only 9%
of patients with allergy to cat, dog, and horse were sensitized
to albumins. Nevertheless, since these patients had more
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severe respiratory disease, sensitization can be considered a
biomarker of severity.
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